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Kingdom of Prussia. It was in a far-eastern corner of Germany,
at Konigsberg, however, that the lamp of philosophy burned
brightest, and with a steady, clear flame, during tide last half
of die century.
Konigsberg, the chief city of East Prussia, had probably
about 50,000 inhabitants. The province or state was separated
then (as it is again now) from the rest of Prussia by Polish terri-
tory, generally called to-day the Polish Corridor. The Alber-
tina, the University of Konigsberg, was more local than most
other German universities; it was attended by East Prussians,
Poles, and Lithuanians. Its culture was thoroughly classical and
German; and its connexions extended through the Baltic pro-
vinces of Russia. Kant's first great literary work, The Critique
of Pure Reason, was brought out in 1781 by a publisher of Riga,
who put it on the market at the Leipzig fair in that year.
Immanuel Kant, the most famous teacher of the University of
Konigsberg, was born in that city in 1724, the son of a strap-
maker, a pious Lutheran, as most of the Konigsbergers were.
Kant was educated at the town Gymnasium, or grammar school,
the Collegium Fredericianum, and entered the University at
the age of sixteen and a half, in 1740. He finished his student
days in 1746, and obtained work as private tutor to a family—
the usual method by which poor men in the eighteenth century
started upon a learned career. For years he was a private
teacher, privat dozent, or lecturer without salary (but charging
fees), at the University. He competed for a prize offered by
the Berlin Academy in 1763 for a philosophical essay, but was
defeated by Moses Mendelssohn. His lecturing went on
steadily throughout the Seven Years War, when East Prussia was
occupied (1758-63) by Russian troops. It was not until 1770,
when he was forty-six years old, that he obtained a professorship.
Kant never travelled. All his life, except when he was
tutor in a family, was spent in Konigsberg. His fame was
European, thought never popular; and occasionally particularly
keen students (Herder is the most famous) would be drawn
from lands outside East Prussia to attend his lectures at Konigs-
berg. The philosopher never felt himself to be provincial or

